AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Appln. No.: 10/685,592 
Attorney Docket No.: Q77999 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-3 are all the claims pending in the application. 
Specification 

The Examiner objected to the specification, stating that the serial number of the prior 
application should be updated with the corresponding patent number. Applicant has amended 
the specification to include the patent number of the prior application and respectfully requests 
that the Examiner withdraw the objection to the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The Examiner rejected claim 1 as allegedly being anticipated by US Patent No. 5,619,484 
(Yokota et al). Applicant respectfully traverses the Examiner's rejection because Yokota fails to 
disclose each and every element of amended claim 1 of the present invention. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to recite that the detecting device detects a change in the 
frequency of the processing clock by measuring a cycle of the processing clock. Support for the 
amendment can be found at least in Fig. 8 and throughout the specification including on page 4, 
line 8 to page 5, line 3. 

Claim 1 of the present invention now recites a detecting device that determines the 
change in frequency of the processing clock by measuring a cycle of the processing clock. 
Unlike Yokota, the detecting device of claim 1 is not dependent upon a comparison of reference 
and processing clock signals to determine a change in frequency. A phase locked state can be 
canceled based on a change in frequency of the processing clock. In claim 1, since a change in 
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the frequency is determined by measuring the cycles of the processing clock signal, rather than a 
comparison of the processing clock signal with the reference clock signal, a change in the 
reference clock signal does not necessarily cancel the phase locked state. A cancellation of the 
phase locked state interrupts processes occurring during the phase locked state. So by avoiding 
unnecessary interruptions of the phase locked state, and any associated processing, the device of 
claim 1 allows for a faster processing process. 

Yokota does not disclose a detecting device which detects a change in frequency of a 
processing clock by measuring its cycles. Instead, Yokota must rely on a comparison between a 
processing clock and a reference clock to determine a change in the frequency of the processing 
clock. Specifically, Yokota discloses a phase comparator (3) which detects a change in 
frequency of the processing clock (OUT), by comparing the processing clock signal to a 
reference clock (IN). Since Yokota must rely on a comparison with a reference clock cycles to 
determine a change in frequency of the processing clock, the phase lock state may be 
unnecessarily canceled by a change in the reference clock signal. Thus, processing in Yokota 
may be unnecessarily interrupted and processing speed decreased. 

Since Yokota lacks a detecting device which detects a change in frequency of a 
processing clock by measuring its cycles, the Examiner's rejection of claim 1 is improper. 
Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner withdraw the rejection of claim 1 
based on Yokota. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 
Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 




WASHINGTON OFFICE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Date: October 29, 2004 
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